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Charles Sumner Greene and Henry Mather
Greene, names sadly still found only in the
footnotes of many studies, created a remark-
able contribution to the renaissance of
domestic architecture and interior design at
the turn of the twentieth century. The relative

neglect of their lavish and multivalent pro-
duction may, in some part, be attributed to
the concentration of their output principally
within California, a region which, beyond a
handful of good local and monographic stud-
ies, has yet to be explored fully in critical
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scholarship.! The newly launched Greene
and Greene Virtual Archives will hopefully
encourage a wider awareness and ensuing
examination of their distinctive engagement
with the main tropes of the design revival
movement: natural materials, the aesthetic
and formal influence of Japan, domestic
architecture and design as a visualisation of
the principles of the gesamtkunstwerk.

This archive is a vital resource for the
academic researcher, student and collector
alike. Offering more than four thousand
images of drawings, sketches, photographs,
correspondence and other historical docu-
ments, the virtual visitor gains a comprehen-
sive grasp of the work of Greene and

Greene’s southern California design firm
(active 1894-1922). These resources have
been presented as a consequence of the col-
laboration between the four core collections
of Greene and Greene archival material: the
Avery Architectural and Fine Arts Library at
Columbia University in the City of New York;
the Environmental Design Archives at the
University of California, Berkeley; The
Gamble House, University of Southern
California, Pasadena, California; and the
Greene and Greene Archives, USC at The
Huntington Library in San Marino, California.

This site documents the extraordinary
diversity of forms in which the brothers
experimented as never before. In addition to
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